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.{Lg&e ummm I wmas fhh.e reason he went into highvay and safety
work. il ; o :
Ina my I guess I mé. !’ou saa we were -:aia@d- in the same small
Kentuoky town and we had "gone out" together a few times when Steve
Tinished school and went off to wllega and newspaper mrka After m
| '.mthnt's mrld war I-mhe was back on the Gimimti Euquim where he
was mkias nmmg or & name for m’mmlr as a young ammpw man andé
I ma laz% !maylmnia Go:ilege in Lexing‘aon, Kys., to mrk in the
accounting &ammmt of the Firestone Rubber Gompany at Almm. As often
as hia ammmr salary would allow, he muld come up to Akron ta sou
me on weekends. _ : o
As he tells it, he was planning to coue to Akmn one weekend when
Iirasﬁena called him from Akron and asked if he would come up and talk
to him abaut some writing that he wanted dones Sﬁwa never ametmd to
anything but a newspaper man but the chance to I.et meboﬁy vay m
way to :&mn was more than he could resiste
.M; Akran mebody showed him the higgmt tire he haé ever M and
Bu'v»ey S. Firestone told him vhat was being planned. Thu i&rﬂmu
company wanted to mka pacunatic tires for tmm, and kir. Firestone
sald he wanted Steve to sell truck transportation to the United et
to take the trucks aﬁ' solid tires and pnz them on Mmtic ﬁm g0
‘they could go :mrt.her faster, They ealled 1t the "Bhip by Truck®
mmpaign um! that called for gead mﬁm
I guess he thought he could nw a lot of money, not

- and forth rrm Gineimu ‘to Akmn; ﬂnmhaw we saved onough may to
get narrisd on=-that was in m,aa.

As I sald Steve never expected to be anythinz but a mmm".
~ Wnen no left home his 1 work was on a weelly vaper, the

Gmrsﬁm 3m,whieh he lelft after a few mntha to work m m
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We are gathered this evening in the spirit of good"fel-;:t;c

1owsh1p to honor our associate and colleague, Stephen James,}l{g}_;ﬁ,jo

Steve, as most of us know, has been many th1n33~--va

farmer-Whoﬂnever ploughed a field; an educator who never f”“
taught a'claes; a highway builder, but not an engineer, ,

,statesman who never held public office, a dreamer of dreams,~,;e,e,,
a philosopher, a man of 1etters, but above all a person whosé

) spoken words and writings cover a broad spectrum and reveal a

‘depth of human warmth and understendﬁ;'r"‘fus and the werld _‘

Typical perhaps of the wide horize A e

active mind is his philosophy about peace and diplomacy.,;on,gj iy

retiring as President of the Amer,, “{Public Relations Aeso- fflﬁsl““l,
ciation in 1954 Steve remarked '"wa a thing 1s said 1s often lfll.H“ 
quite as. 1mportant as what is said and may determine whether

we rush 1nto each other's arms or into arms against each other W

Steve has been called many things -~ most of them com--~
pllmentary ‘He 1s known in some quarters as a “resource |
person." In others as a modern Johnny~Appleseed In still
others as a planter of seed corn who. watches hie 1deaa grow

and bear good fruit.
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In reality, he is like a Pie:"

1per'who-ha converted

' many to the cause of traffic safety»and‘to the blessings 0}
highway transportation. - L |

this made slight difference 1n th”

to the young boy whq,it might be n‘
twin virtues of faeility of thought,anJﬁhdfjj,;;

to work with people.,

Tragedy struck early in Steve's 11fe., He lost nis f@?fff?aff
when he was two and his father by the time he reac ] _  ‘; |
of nine, His grandmother filled this vold during his ad;'es;?:;&{ﬁ
v&ent years. ” 2 |

Steve graduated from Hazel Green Academy on a June i@i}ﬂ

1911, Here he 1s with his fellow graduates and ;fa with ¢
dramatics_group. In front is the young lady who later'became
Mae James., If you can see it, that's a»medal;far;hgnfg

work she's wearing. Steve didn't get a medaik';ﬁ?589ﬁfﬁﬂ§§eﬂ “wﬁ"wwuﬂ
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Steve'left home ehértly and-ene of his first Jobe was'; .
‘with the Lexington, Kentucky Herald as a fledgling newspaper
man, where he worked while he earned hls way through college.:

After a feu yg[“ ;-Steve received offers of two Jobe (. _:

one with the Savannah News in Georgla, the other from the
Enquirer in Cincinnati, There was'little question‘that hisf‘ ’
choice would be Cincinnati eecauee Steve had been ceurfieg S
the same:young lady of his Aeademy,days wﬁo was'new‘employede 
by the Fireetone Rubber Cdmpany inrAkron._ After all the

‘shorter distance between two points would save a'lvlfef;bue

fare - and less travel would keep the shine offmthvfseat of
his pants. ; :
Steve's work on the Cincinnati Enquirer wae interrupted
by the war, He enlisted in the Second Kentueky National
Guard. ‘By his own admission, the Guard took a dim view of
his military genius and found that the. only way to get rid of'
“him was to send him off to an officer's training camp.r-He;‘

came out of that experience as a provisional second Lieutenant?'* 2

in the regular Army, later made,permanent_with a promotion~—-
some say to Captain This, of course, wes‘a considerable
achievement since 1t was before we 1earned to mass produce
officers and gentlemen.

Politically speaking, we don't know what party line
Steve followed when he entered the service but rumor hae‘ite.
that he did come out a staunch Democrat whose allegianeeﬂhee’
never yavered. It has been said that the emotionei 1ﬁpacf"br}

that famous slogan -- Save The World For Democracy -- may have



'newspaper work After the war Py

pany at Akron. As often as his news \pe s;“a,

would come up. and talk to him about some writing ©
Steve never expected to be anything'but?a’new

wanted done.,

was more than he could resist. . e

At Akron somebody showed him the biggest tire he haa eve
seen and Mr, Harvey S.Firestone told him what was being:planned
The Firestone Company wanted to make pneumatic tires for

and Mr. Firestone sald he wanted Steve to.aellggﬁgqv



to the United States -- to take the trucks off solid ties. 0

and put them on pneumatic tires so they could go further

faster., They called 1t the "Ship by mruck" éampaign and that5;;n *f_¥

called for good roads.‘ ;

I guess he thought he could save a lot of money by not
running back -and forth from cincinnati to Akron so he took
the Job. Somehow we saved enough money to get married on —-1;}

that was in 1920,

To understand the Steve of t*

for that matter -- we have to 1ook at him throughﬂthe eyes of

a man who knew him then, Bill Hines, an associate of Steve's_  , G

at Firestone, provides a personal glimpse of him and here arei

&

a few of his comments-

"Steve had a most geegﬁzgxtve manner_ ¢

*?afﬁﬁbliéity

man of those days. No 1oudisuitsaﬁi’”
talk. In a meeting he would‘letfﬁgv o
loudmouth themselves into a corﬁéf;‘ Then‘he would

come up with an idea or explain his support ina calm,_j
yet convincing manner. He was a great and easygoing
companion when he was with the>right.company,‘ He took :
his job very seriously when he waS'qn itrbut:hélhad é
sense of humor about it when relaxing. He often said,
'Well, we don't get much mOney”but we can laugh out
loud,? |

"One of Steve!s great personal assets was his ability :
t? get a job done no matter how temperamental or exgs¥ :

perating were the characters he worked with. He:had~
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many bosses in those early days andf“:ﬂ
very definite 1deas. He had to ga1n7‘
two government agencies in additio:
on a small budget that would amaze the big-money._ S
boys,these days. One man who observed Steve's WOrk i
sald, 'The guy who said money isn't everyt_fr;

have been thinking of Steve James' accomplisifyﬂ

NOW and then Steve's work would b o Mtermpted for g
special assignments, One of these was to accompany Mr. Fire~
stone, the -alder Henry Ford, Thomas Edi

protect them from 1nqu181tive newspaper me;.”f:f
treasured mementos 1is a plcture he took of the'?

over the years since has been used by the;p;

At one point during this period Steve was assoc 

with Mr, Edison in his most magnificent failure --”

to grow rubber in the United States, :
It was in this period, too, that Steve put: on the first
national essay contest for high school students onV”Ship'by

Truck" and "Good Roads," a beguiling technique that he’s stillff;:\:5f?

using with considerable success. If there 1s any student 1n

this country who hasn't entered one of Steve's essay contests,; c4-5e7c\

it's only because he didn't wait to finish school
The success of the essay programs resulted 1n & request

to Steve to take on the safety contests for teachers and

pupils being conducted by the old National Automobile Chamber gf;;~?5
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of Commerce -- to do the same thing in safety for the automo-fﬁ

bile industry that he had ‘done for Mr. Fireatone in the "goodfiwv.

roads" movement

As in the earlier programs, the contest winners were i

received by the President of the United States who, before anf~r" g

assembled group of the great and near-great, presented them 5

with certificates of award at the White House steps.:

tainly no higher recognition can be given touan activity
than one in which an American Presideht himselfipartieiﬁatee.jf
But sometimes these affalrs were not.without‘embarraSSing_g'r*'
incident. e :

One year the essay contest winner was a. teacher from a '

town in Colorado. Her husband was a member of the local cham-,t~‘fi~

ber of commerce and here was an opportunity for himvto sell ,
the virtues of Colorado beet sugar. 8o he asked Steve if 1t ;f
would be alright to present President Coolidge with a fifty
pound sack of it at the ceremony.

Now there was no question in Steve's m;nd,abdut_E#esident

Coolidge's receptiveness to the idea, but he thought-it’ﬁbﬁld»"

detract from the dignity of the ceremony and sought some wey
to satisfy the Colorado beet sugar interests and at the same e
time maintain the decorum of his program, ,

On the day of the presentation, the gentlemeh from;Coloé
rado came up the wa1k~te the White House carrying his heavy
gift. Steve told him that, naturally, the President never
recelved spch things personally but accepted them threUgh



_8,_:..

his military aide. You might say that
Steve,Jameedimprovisation o:,gqgerpme

The President's eide,~af§pit_i
~ finest tradition of the miIitary; wa
‘of the portico of the White. Hbuse.
rado, with no 1ittle aid from Steve
‘the White House wall as far as he could

chamber of commerce speech ail the‘ﬁSi
50-1b. sack of sugar in the arms. of_
that point Steve and the Colonel severe
time, But Steve did manage to salvage~t
gram and at the same time made Presidf
which was no mean feat, v

Out .of this program, and other developments waswborn 5

the Highway Education Board, supported by governmentjani

automotive and allied industries. Steve became its Director»

in 1921 when it was still in- swaddling clothes‘and remained
director until the Board was diseontinuedf~fﬁ U3 ar
'Joined the Foundation. This was the first time an
group had been organized to direct attention and’efforr
educational problems arising out of our fast adodd ‘
way transportation system, A E ¥
Steve -- as has alwaye been the case = had 8 power‘
executive group behind him, The Board's membership 1nc uded
such distinguished people as Roy Chapin and H. H. Rice
automogile;industry, Harvey Firestone, Wilbur,carr;;=~
Secretary of State, J. Walter Drake, Assistant Secret
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Commerce, and L. S. Rowe,. Director-General of the Pan Amer-'

ican Union, among others -- and of oourse those two staluarts;'eﬁ7i
Chief MacDonald and Pyke Johnson who ' | 3
chapter of Steve's professional 1ife.}

The Board's accomplishments und f””“'

dation that was lald -- through Pan. American Road Congresses

and tours by engineers and other Latin Americans -- for the  ‘:e

matters- throughout the Free World.

Mae James tells the story best: Certainly fw

States in 1924 in preparation for the first Pan American
Highway Congress in Buenos Aires, The tour lasted a month
and included. North Carolina, Illinois, Minnesota, Wisconsin
and, of course, the automoblle factories in Detroit
Returning to Washington by bus through Pennsylvania and
other States, Steve and a group of Latin engineers got to o »
talking about the roads in Latin America as they natu:ally- ,;Af 
would. At that time, except for Argentina,‘thereiwae?noi" |
highway that ran more than thirty miles beyond thegcapifal
of any Latin American‘Republic |
Steve remembered that James G. Blaine and Henry Clay,

in their time, had proposed a Pan Amerilocan Railway.» He - thoughtL;;Vk

he would modify that to be a Pan American Highway.; He asked



the delegates how they would 1like to see":“ 
road eonnecting the capitals of all’i‘
And they became enthusiastic about the ldea

Steve James, ever the: man df*imhédifte
the very. next day at the Pan Americ
stitution of the Pan American ccnfedf at
cation, which was approved by Macms ne
by the delegates themselves, Thus theyb‘ 5
was bonn-énd the effect upon‘the~peq; o o
and of all of.Latin,America‘Was;elég:
next twenty yeérs to‘its promotion,‘ff

Federations for'highway educatigﬁ
-each of the Latin countries and manyhf
in support of the program, A glossarYEi . 7 a e i
terms followed in Spanish, Portuguese, French and Engliah --?;fﬁi .

ten years in preparation., And he:e{:"" >began the first

United StatesQ_

'exehange'of_profesaionalnpersonnel between

and the Latin countries, In the Fcrties 1t wou:
Point Four. '" -

And today, except for raad blocksvin.CQnggﬁié
and a brief span in Ecuédor, the Pan American Higﬁ#ﬁﬁ
from Laredo, Texas, down the West Coast to Rio de J? i

During the war -- that's World War I -- Steve urged i
the Defense Department to further eompletion of the Pan Amer-ﬁif
ican Highway as a means of defense. The Army asked 1f}h 
maps showing the relation of the road to ports and land
fields., He had. The Army borrowed his map. and eventu‘
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returned it to him -- but when hevate”__,,_.

the Army said, "Certainly not, that infor ,,}éhf,?;cén#ideé¥ ‘":
o, . EA R it

In the early twenties the young Jamea family moved to
Montgomery County where Steve almost at once entered into ‘»‘
the civic affairs of the county. He always said he used the
county as a laboratory for his work with the Highway Education‘
Board and the Foundation. | : S :

In 1943, ‘the Highway Education Board was discontinued
and Steve became associated with the Automotive Safety
Foundation. Steve's work with the Foundation 18 almost too

recent and too well known to need retellﬁf

of organlzations with which he workedﬁi ressive
The National Grange, The National Congress of Parents and
Teachers, the American Farm Bureau Federation, the Future i
Farmers of America, the 4-H Clubs and the Rural Youth of the i
USA, the National Association of Student Councils and the
Boy Scouts. | &g f G e |
The National Commission on Safety Edu{

by his hands, and he did much of the spadework that led to L
the establishment of a Center for Safety»Education at Michie
gan State University. | S | v
A masterpiece of verbal leger-demain 1s some of his workvd:
with the Grange. How did he contrive, for example, °he#h§*,
one hand to convince the members of the suoordinate grangee o
that the most importent highway in the world is the road that ¥
runs Juet past their door, and on the other, to 8t1mulate and



get-theirfactive support for muchglﬁ
their own self-interest But the £ : J at the
National Grange was indeed the mediatingfinfluencefthat i

helped resolve conflicting views threatening tom'elay or
even sabotage the huge highway programiauthorized a1l
under the 1956 federal ald. act i"‘.
But this 1is, as you,all.know;f;
story of Steve and ASF. | h |
Let's turn for a moment to Steve as a”"

community.

Steve was the thirdrpresident of‘ﬁﬁénﬁb
Civic Federation. He helped 6fganig§,§nf
the Inter—Fedération Conference cops;ég3g;_;
organizations of Montgomery angpbinge;-j
~washington_,‘;arlington ang,Fainfax ccggg He 1
founders Of‘the‘Mbntgomery County“charﬁervc*bi*'
Montgomery County Safety Board. . niy me he -
county who has been president of its three principal civic _ff
organizations, Gaate

Soon after the Charter Committee in. Montgomery countyt_ff;;;ifiJ"'“
was electedya vacancy occurred on the County Counc11 and o :;

Steve was asked to fill it. - But because of the‘pressure,q:  -**
his many otheé dutiés he was unable to do 8o *-»éﬂde01310h"T ‘;
that was a definite loss to all the citizens of the area. j  \ f

For 15 years Steve has been chairman. of the Draft Bcard{fjf
in Silver Spring; he also helped to.orggnige_thg”fgpggga‘1-
club fo; returned veterans in the'Uhitedrsﬁgtggi % S
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When wOrld War II started, Steve gave up his hobby of
raising dahlias and roses, but he stT””

many blue, red and white ribbons and

at the-Washington Flower shows.' It 18 more than 20 years  _[ji~”

since he organized the National Capital Dahlia Society.

Steve also raised honey bees for a while ;

swarm of them stung hlis posterlor one day when he was homei‘
sick with a sinus infection., The 1ncident'involved an un-
cooperative step ladder, or was it an uncoordinated Steve,?

~ in any event, Steve's flying arms and 1egs frightened the e

winged beasts to anger. Steve was too angry‘to be grateful kffjiilff  

for the fact that the bees cured his sinus_condition.1 He

had a quick recovery -- from the resf- m@ﬁ#g‘
Steve joined the Farm-Hands in 193i§_ o iwand"
has been for many years, 1ts co- chaig_:

gvae is Past Master

of Potomac Grange #1 and has been a consultant to the National

Grange since 1924,

He helped organize the American Public Relations Asso-

ciation in 1944 in an effort to give_pUblic-reiations.prb;~
fesslonal standing, and was its President in_19523gnd:1953.
During the second World War he organized'the,Intérsﬁﬁeriéan_‘
Forum for a program of the Americang in the war effort,‘aﬁd ﬁ
- was Secretary-General of the group. -

His awards and cltations have been numerous:- the French

medal of Louls XV, the great bullder, awarded for Steve's work

with the permanent International Association of Road_Copggeages,3 '5;”}

-atreasures the many,§;‘ o

-



;a lifetime membership ‘to the: Natiog
and that's not the end.of~1t. '_

' Mae James once said: Bchre~we}c’°c
Steve had:been_ccmmuting back and fc#j
Washington, so in the end we Jjust came d
Steve aiways.said’the.Job'wouidn't beiﬁcf
guess, he'll say he was right -

Steve is approaching retirement, yes ;but he niﬁ‘

Wwrong if heAtcllsAMrs. ~James he was righ  For Steve;doesn't
belong tc,Kéntucky,-to Cincinnati, tcfhkr g,
Washington or to any place in particu

he is, to the places where his greatest:c

been made - for youth, for his fellow man, for
and for his country. ' ' :
" Those of us who are privileged to be his asa
a high sense of pride in that association. To ‘him we.ic Vd
also say: no man can ask for more than to see his plans and ?f
dreams reach fulfillment. feld
Steve has seen his dreams come true, and 1f we know Steve,
he'll keep on dreaming - and doing - in_ the years ahead
Scrigt by Anthony Antony, with assists from Mrs. Alice



James Meyer and Mrs. William Da: Hines. _Narratibn b J'° 
c. Rollings, Marian Hankerd and John 'marks, with assists

from Ira B.. Rogers, Jr., and Jame“
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