RDA conversion: the problem of subfield $c in personal names
Paper prepared by the PCC Acceptable Headings Implementation Task Group
Introduction
The circumstances under which subfield $c is added to headings for personal names, and the conventions used to select and construct the contents of subfield $c, vary significantly between RDA and earlier bodies of cataloging rules. The question of the handling of subfield $c in personal name headings at (or near) the time of the manipulation of data in the LC/NACO authority file for use under RDA was considered by the PCC Task Group on AACR2 & RDA Acceptable Heading Categories (here called the "earlier group"). In its report
 that task group recommended the removal of certain occurrences of subfield $c from any heading, as long as removal of subfield $c did not result in the creation of a duplicate heading.
In its own work, the present task group quickly discovered that the handling of subfield $c envisioned by the previous group could not be implemented as intended. Most importantly, the present group believes that the automated conversion of any given authority record must take place without considering any other records or larger context. This means that the conversion program will not be able to determine whether the deletion of subfield $c in an access point in one record creates a duplicate to an access point in another record. Also, it is impossible to apply this conditional change to headings in bibliographic records that are not currently supported by authority records, and produce identical results for the same name at different conversion sites: the context available at each site will differ.

Finally, the present task group finds that the earlier group did not consider differences in usage of subfield $c for headings consisting of forename alone, surname alone, or surname plus forename. The present group believes these differences may be of importance in the proper modification of the LC/NACO authority file.
The present task group decided to reconsider the handling of subfield $c in personal names. The task force sought answers to the following questions:
· Are there any subfield $c texts that can be declared "acceptable for continued use under RDA"?
· If there are any subfield $c texts that can be declared "acceptable for continued use under RDA", are there some that can remain as given, and others that must be enclosed within parentheses?
· Are there any subfield $c texts that might be removed from headings, and the resulting changed heading declared "acceptable for continued use under RDA"? (Removal of such occurrences would be undertaken as part of a project of NACO contributors, and not performed by program.)
· Are there differences in the handling of subfield $c texts that are controlled by the heading type (forename only; surname only; surname plus forename; others)?

· Should the consideration of subfield $c in authority records be limited to the 100 field (and by implication the 500 field), or can it also be extended to the 400 field?
In an attempt at teasing out some of the problems presented by subfield $c in personal name headings, and the possibilities for the handling of subfield $c at the time of conversion to RDA (or as a project undertaken at some other time), the task group prepared a spreadsheet listing each unique text found in subfield $c of the LC/NACO authority file (together with a count of occurrences, and an identification of one record containing that text), and asked the general community for suggestions about the best way to proceed. The present document is based on comments received from interested parties during the review of the spreadsheet and associated document.
Definition of the work to be performed
The definition of the tasks described in this document completely replaces the definition suggested by the earlier task group. This work also goes beyond this Task Group's charge, as it includes information found in bibliographic records.

Apply the following definitions also to 880 fields whose subfield $6 begins with one of the specified tags.

The work related to subfield $c actually involves two distinct activities:

1. The enclosure of certain instances of subfield $c text within parentheses so make an X00 field (more) suitable for use under RDA. This change applies to all instances of subfield $c defined below.

2. Testing subfield $c in authority 100 fields to determine whether it is, or is not, suitable for use under RDA. This test applies only to subfield $c in the authority 100 field. The determination that an instance of authority 100 subfield $c is not suitable for use under RDA will result in the addition of a 667 field to the authority record.
The consideration of subfield $c relies on two categories of subfield $c texts. These texts will be transmitted to the conversion program as configuration files, identifying all subfield $c texts that may be used under RDA without review. (If an authority 100 subfield $c text is not a member of either of these categories, the conversion program will apply a series of rules to see if the text matches one of several acceptable subfield $c patterns that cannot be expressed in terms of a list.) The two categories of subfield $c texts defined in configuration files are:

1. Those subfield $c texts that may be used under RDA, and must be enclosed within parentheses. As far as is known, the application of this list does not depend on the kind of heading contained in subfield $a (as identified by the first indicator).

2. Those subfield $c texts that may be used under RDA, and must not be enclosed within parentheses. There are two configuration files that feed into this category: one identifying those subfield $c texts that may be used under RDA in all kinds of names, the other identifying those subfield $c texts that may be used under RDA only in names consisting of a forename. (The conversion program determines the kind of name by inspecting the X00 field's first indicator.)

Application to authority records
Perform the change described below to the parts of authority records identified in the following table.

	Tag
	Indicators
	Subfields

	100, 400 500
	any
	$c


If this work results in a change to an authority 4XX field bearing a code other than "n" in $w/2, do not change the field; place code "a" in $w/3 if not already present.
Perform the additional inspection described below to the parts of AACR2 authority records identified in the following table.

	Tag
	Indicators
	Subfields

	100
	any
	$c


Application to bibliographic records
Apply the change described below to the parts of bibliographic records identified in the following table. If this change can be applied to a bibliographic 400 field, convert the existing 400 field to a 490 field with first indicator 1 (one) by replacing all subfield codes except $a, $x and $v with a space, and create a new 800 field for the converted form.

When changing bibliographic 600 fields, consider also the value of the second indicator (and where appropriate the contents of subfield $2) as determined by local needs. The changes described here may be applied at least to LCSH headings.

	Tag
	Indicators
	Subfields

	100, 400 600, 700, 800
	any
	$c


Change details
If the normalized form of the text of subfield $c of a field of interest is present in the list of subfield $c texts that are acceptable under RDA if the text is enclosed within parentheses:

· If the text is already enclosed in parentheses: if the first word within parentheses is capitalized, and if the subfield that precedes subfield $c does not end with a comma, make no change to the field.

· If the text is not enclosed in parentheses: enclose the subfield $c text within parentheses (making allowances for punctuation that may be present at the end of subfield $c); if the first alphabetic character of the text of subfield $c is not an uppercase letter, uppercase the first alphabetic character in the text; if the subfield that precedes subfield $c ends with a comma, remove the comma.

If the normalized form of the text of subfield $c of a field of interest is present in the list of subfield $c texts that are acceptable under RDA if the text is not enclosed within parentheses and if the $c text is enclosed within parentheses:

· If the text is in the list of subfield $c texts that are available only for names that consist of forename, the first indicator of the field must be zero.

· Remove the parentheses; if the subfield that precedes subfield $c does not end with a comma, add a comma to the end of the subfield that precedes subfield $c. Do not attempt to adjust the casing of the first character of the text of subfield $c.

Additional inspection
If the normalized form of the text of subfield $c of an authority AACR2 100 field is not present in either list of subfield $c texts acceptable for use under RDA, the program submits the $c text to additional scrutiny. The program uses a set of rules to determine whether certain subfield $c texts are suitable for use under RDA; in other words, the program uses these rules when deciding whether an AACR2 heading is acceptable under RDA. These rules do not in themselves involve any changes to headings; but if an authority 100 $c text is determined by the program not to be suitable for use under RDA without review, the program will add a 667 field to the authority record.
In the context of these instructions, a "royal title" consists of three parts:

1. A term from the following list: emperor, empress, grand duchess, grand duke, holy roman emperor, king, nawab, negus, queen, shah, sultan, amir, archbishop and elector, archduchess, archduke, caliph, crown prince, crown princess, czar, elector, elector palatine, electress, emir, inca, khan, rajah, raja, maharaj, maharaja, maharana, maharani, nizam, prince count, prince duke, prince earl, sunan, tyrant, voivode; also (but only if the first indicator is zero) duke, duc, margrave, margravine, prince, graf, marquis, landgrave.

2. "#of#", "#de#", "#von#" or "#zu"

3. additional text 

The following points summarize the steps the program uses. Unless otherwise shown by the context of the description (when punctuation is important), comparisons involve the normalized form of the $c text. Mandatory spaces are shown by "#".

· The first tests apply to all kinds of personal name headings.

· If the $c text consists of "saint" followed by additional text, the program removes "saint" from the candidate $c text, and remembers this removal in case it later becomes important

· If the $c text consists of a royal title (as defined above), the $c text is acceptable. Examples: King of Tartessos; Queen of Navarre.
· If the $c text contains ", consort of#" or begins "consort of#", and ends with a comma plus a royal title (as defined above), the $c text is acceptable. Example: Queen, consort of Ferdinand IV, King of Castile and Léon.
· If a name containing a surname contains a $c text that is still not recognized, the entire name (or just the name portion of a name/title heading) is passed against a list of exceptional names;
 if the name is in this list, the subfield $c text is acceptable. Example: Gandhi, $c Mahatma, $d 1869 1948.
· The following tests apply only when the first indicator is zero.

· If the entire subfield $c text is a term of royalty (as listed above) by itself, without "of" (etc.) plus additional text, the subfield $c text is acceptable. Examples: Holy Roman Emperor; Archduke.
· If the $c text begins "prince#" or "princess#", contains ", son of#", ", daughter of#", ", grandson of#" or ", granddaughter of#" and ends with a comma followed by a royal title (as defined above), the $c text is acceptable. Example: Prince of Egypt, son of Ramses III, King of Egypt.
· If the $c text contains "#of#" followed by additional text, and if the text preceding "of" is abbess, abbot, abate, abba, archbishop, archdeacon, Armenian patriarch, bishop, canon, catholicos, catholicos patriarch, chorepiscopus, Coptic patriarch, ecumenical patriarch, metropolitan, patriarch, or prince bishop; or (if "saint" is not also present) archduke, archduchess, count, count palatine, countess, crown prince, duchess, duke, earl, infant, infant, landgrave, landgravine, marchioness, margrave, margravine, marquess, marquis, prince, princess, viscount, or viscountess; the $c text is acceptable. Examples: Abbess of Quedlinburg; Margrave of Brandenburg-Ansbach.
· If the $c text contains "#de#" followed by additional text, and the text preceding "de" is abbe, comte, comtesse, conde, condesa, conessa, duc, duchesse, duque, duquesa, marques, marquesa, marquis, marquise, vicomte, vicomtesse, or viconde, and if "saint" is not also present, the $c text is acceptable. Example: duque de Calabria.
· If the $c text contains "#di#" followed by additional text, and the text predecing "di" is conte, contessa, duca, duchessa, marchesa, or marchese, and if "saint" is also not present, the $c text is acceptable. Example: duca di Lucca.
· If the $c text contains "#von#" followed by additional text, and the text preceding "von" is freiherr, graf, grafin, herzog, herzogin, landgraf, landgrafin, landgravine, or ritter, and if "saint" is not also present, the $c text is acceptable. Example: Graf von Schwarzburg.
· If the $c text is a recognized religious designation followed by at least two single-letter abbreviations, the $c text is acceptable. Religious designations are: brother, father, fra, frater, fray, frei, frère, friar, irmao, madre, mere, mother, padre, pere, schwester, sister, soeur, sor, suor. Examples: Sister, S.L.G.; Frère, O.S.B.
If a name beginning with a forename contains a $c text that is still not recognized as valid under RDA, the entire name (or just the name portion of a name/title heading) is passed against a list of exceptional names whose $c text has been determined to be acceptable under RDA. (See an earlier footnote.) Examples: Bede, $c the Venerable, Saint, $d 673-735; Diodorus, $c Siculus.
If the normalized form of subfield $c of an AACR2 authority 100 field has been subjected to the above tests and has not yet been declared acceptable under RDA by the conversion program, the 100 field is not suitable for immediate use under RDA; the authority record will be labeled with a suitable 667 field during the manipulation of the LC/NACO Authority File for use under RDA. Authority records with such 667 fields must be reviewed and (as necessary) adjusted before the 1XX field can be used under RDA.

Examples of actions taken
In the following examples, assume for the purposes of illustration that the texts of subfield $c are present in the list of $c texts that are acceptable under RDA if enclosed within parentheses.
Before:
100 1# $a Silva, Germano, $c journalist
After:
100 1# $a Silva, Germano $c (Journalist)

Before:
100 1# $a Green, Aaron, $c (Musician)
After:
100 1# $a Green, Aaron $c (Musician)
Before:
100 0# $a Ha $c (Illustrator)
No change
In the following examples, assume for the purposes of illustration that the texts of subfield $c are determined by the program as being acceptable for use under RDA if not enclosed within parentheses, or are otherwise determined by the conversion to be suitable for use under RDA without parentheses.

Before:
100 1# $a Prescott, James, $c Jr.
No change
Before:
100 0# $a Christodoulos, $c Archbishop of Athens and all Greece, $d 1939-2008
No change
In the following examples, assume for the purposes of illustration that the texts of subfield $c are determined by program not to be suitable for use under RDA without review.

Before:
100 1# $a Klein, Ulrike, $c Dr.
After:
100 1# $a Klein, Ulrike, $c Dr.
667 ## $a <suitable text>
Before:
100 1# $a Agnew, David, $c of Ochiltree
After:
100 1# $a Agnew, David, $c of Ochiltree
667 ## $a <suitable text>
Scheduling

The testing of AACR2 100 fields containing subfield $c when the authority record does not otherwise receive any mechanical change, occurs during phase 1 of the conversion of the LC/NACO authority file for use under RDA.

Making changes to headings (including the addition of parentheses around X00 subfield $c when warranted), and testing the contents of subfield $c in AACR2 authority 100 fields in records that receive a mechanical change, occur during phase 2 of the conversion of the LC/NACO authority file to RDA.

� Available from this page: �HYPERLINK "http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/RDA-Acceptable-TG.html"�http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/RDA-Acceptable-TG.html�; the critical details—too long to quote here—are in Appendix B of the report.


� This is an examination of the whole name, not just subfield $c. Here, and in the parallel test for names that begin with a forename, the list of candidates was constructed from names containing subfield $c that occur frequently in name/title headings, where the $c is deemed valid for use under RDA. Almost all of the names in these lists begin with a forename; most names with unrecognized subfield $c texts that begin with a surname and are used frequently in name/title headings contain a title of nobility; these should be reviewed before the 100 field is accepted for use under RDA.





