The handling of the abbreviation 'Dept.'
Paper prepared by the PCC Acceptable Headings Implementation Task Group

Background
Cataloging rules before AACR2 directed that the cataloger abbreviate the word “Department” in headings for corporate bodies as “Dept.” AACR2 does not contain a similar instruction, but LCRI B.9 told catalogers to continue the earlier practice. RDA requires a clean break from the past: RDA headings for corporate bodies will follow the usage of each body, and contain either the full form “Department” or the abbreviated form “Dept.” as appropriate.

The PCC Task Group on AACR2 & RDA Acceptable Headings (called here the "earlier group") considered the possibility of replacing the abbreviation in non-RDA headings with the full form as part of the migration of the LC/NACO authority file. The group’s report contains this instruction:

· In subfields $a and $b of X10 fields, in subfields $a and $e of X11 fields, in parenthesized qualifiers of all subfields of X30 fields, and in subfield $a of X51 fields, replace the abbreviations "Dept." and "Dépt." with "Department" and "Département", respectively.

The assumption behind this recommendation is that in nearly every case where "Dept." appears in a corporate name or parenthetical qualifier, the abbreviation is the result of the cataloger’s manipulation of data and does not reflect the actual usage of the body. In terms of the adaptation of the LC/NACO authority file for RDA, this means that the earlier group believed that using a program to expand "Dept." to the full form in all cases, and later (as encountered) restoring the abbreviation where the consistent usage of the body involves the abbreviation, would result in far less additional maintenance than would be caused by not doing anything by program, and expanding "Dept." to the full form one record at a time (as encountered).
It is effectively impossible to evaluate the correctness of this assumption in any reasonable amount of time. One method for re-evaluating existing headings would be to inspect the 670 fields in the authority record for each heading; but because information in these fields may itself have been abbreviated instead of being transcribed as found, authority 670 fields are not a reliable source of information regarding the body’s own usage. This problem is compounded in the case of subordinately-entered bodies; even if the name is given in full in one authority record it may be abbreviated in another, which would lead to inconsistent application. (The need to apply a change consistently, without considering the contents of other records, is one of the requirements on RDA-related changes imposed by the present task group.)
In the following extracts from LC/NACO authority records, "Department" is spelled out in one 670 field, but abbreviated in another.

110 2# $a FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Dept.
670 ## $a The state of world fisheries and aquaculture 2006, 2007: $b t.p. (FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department; Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations)
110 2# $a FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Dept. $b Aquaculture Management and Conservation Service
670 ## $a Improving Penaeus monodon hatchery practices, 2007: $b t.p. (Aquaculture Management and Conservation Service, Fisheries and Aquaculture Management Division, FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Dept.)
Another method for evaluating the likelihood that "Dept." in subfield $a should be represented by the full form would be to re-examine the resources cited in the 670 fields of a sample of records, which is clearly not possible in the time available. The comparatively few instances where the full form "Department" exists in 670 fields cannot be taken as any indication that other 670 fields with "Dept." necessarily reflect either usage in the item or cataloger manipulation.
 While the present task group is willing to continue under the assumption that less remedial work will be required if all uses of the abbreviation are replaced by the full form, the group recognizes that this assumption is not backed up by any evidence.
An examination of headings that would be changed under the criteria defined by the earlier group suggests that the handling of this abbreviation in subfield $a of X10 and X11 fields calls for further consideration. (In discussion here of subfield $a, we refer to the part of subfield $a that precedes any parenthetical qualifier.) At the time the earlier task group prepared its report, only two cases (both musical groups) were adduced where the abbreviation "Dept." in subfield $a ought to be retained because the abbreviation accurately reflects the usage of the body. The present Group has identified many additional cases where the abbreviation "Dept." in subfield $a might possibly reflect the usage of the body, and not a cataloger operation on the name of the body. Here are a two examples:

· Hate Dept. [670 field has: Dept.]
· Editing Dept. (Firm) [670 field has: Dept.]

Because of the greater likelihood of problems associated with the abbreviation “Dept.” in subfield $a, the small number of headings involved, and the likelihood that such headings occur in small numbers of bibliographic records, the present Task Group recommends that the original definition of the change involving the abbreviation “Dept.” be adjusted to exclude subfield $a in X10 and X11 fields, as given below. 

In this document, as in all documents prepared by the present task group involving changes to the text of fields, it is assumed that the changes are being made to records with "eng" in subfield $b of the 040 field (or with no 040 $b at all). Corresponding changes may be devised for records constructed for other language contexts, but such changes are not part of the work defined by the present task force.

Definition of the change
The definition of the change described in this document goes beyond the Task Group's charge, as it includes information found in 'topical' authority records. Authority records for LCSH and other subject heading systems routinely used in PCC bibliographic records should be subject to the same considerations as LC/NACO authority records. This definition also goes beyond the Task Group’s charge to specify parts of bibliographic records that should be changed.

Apply the following definitions also to 880 fields whose subfield $6 begins with one of the specified tags.

Application to authority records
Apply the change described below to the parts of authority records identified in the following table.

	Tag
	Indicators
	Subfields

	100, 400 500
	any
	$t (parenthetical qualifier only), $n (parenthetical qualifier only), $p (parenthetical qualifier only) $z (parenthetical qualifier only)

	110, 410, 510
	any
	$a (parenthetical qualifier only), $b (anywhere), $c (anywhere), $t (parenthetical qualifier only), $n (parenthetical qualifier only), $p (parenthetical qualifier only) $z (parenthetical qualifier only)

	111, 411, 511
	any
	$a (parenthetical qualifier only), $e (anywhere), $c (anywhere), $t (parenthetical qualifier only), $n (parenthetical qualifier only), $p (parenthetical qualifier only) $z (parenthetical qualifier only)

	130, 430, 530
	any
	all subfields (parenthetical qualifier only) [example of abbreviation in subfield $a not to be changed: Agronomy Dept. series]

	150, 450, 550
	any
	$a (parenthetical qualifier only), $z (parenthetical qualifier only)

	151, 451, 551
	any
	$a (parenthetical qualifier only), $z (parenthetical qualifier only)


If this change could be applied to an authority 4XX field bearing a code other than "n" in $w/2, do not change the field; place code "a" in $w/3 if not already present.
If the authority 1XX field is changed, delete any 4XX field that has the same comparison form as the new 1XX field, and add a 4XX field with subfield $w nnea to preserve the former 1XX field.

Application to bibliographic records
Apply the change described below to the parts of bibliographic records identified in the following table. In the unlikely event that this change can be applied to a bibliographic 440 field, convert the existing 440 field to a 490 field with first indicator 1 (one) by replacing all subfield codes except $a, $x and $v with a space, and create a new 830 field for the converted form.

When changing bibliographic 6XX fields, consider also the value of the second indicator (and where appropriate the contents of subfield $2) as determined by local needs. The changes described here may be applied at least to LCSH headings.

	Tag
	Indicators
	Subfields

	100, 400 600, 700, 800
	any
	$t (parenthetical qualifier only), $n (parenthetical qualifier only), $p (parenthetical qualifier only) $z (parenthetical qualifier only)

	110, 410, 610, 710, 810
	any
	$a (parenthetical qualifier only), $b (anywhere), $c (anywhere), $t (parenthetical qualifier only), $n (parenthetical qualifier only), $p (parenthetical qualifier only) $z (parenthetical qualifier only)

	111, 411, 611, 711, 811
	any
	$a (parenthetical qualifier only), $e (anywhere), $c (anywhere), $t (parenthetical qualifier only), $n (parenthetical qualifier only), $p (parenthetical qualifier only) $z (parenthetical qualifier only)

	130, 240, 440, 630, 730, 830
	any
	all subfields (parenthetical qualifier only)

	650
	any
	$a (parenthetical qualifier only), $z (parenthetical qualifier only)

	651
	any
	$a (parenthetical qualifier only), $z (parenthetical qualifier only)


Change details
Make the following replacements within the authority and bibliographic elements defined above:

	Original
	Replacement
	Notes

	Dept.
	Department
	

	Dep't
	Department
	The abbreviation with an apostrophe is encountered in some older bibliographic records

	_dept.
	_Department
	“_” represents a leading space

	_dep’t
	_Department
	“_” represents a leading space

	Dépt.
	Département
	"Dépt." was not defined in LCRI B.9, but nonetheless appears in LC/NACO authority records, and may be expected in bibliographic records.

	_ dépt.
	_Département
	“_” represents a leading space

	Dép.
	Département
	Appears in LC/NACO authority records, and may be expected in bibliographic records.

	_dép.
	_département
	Appears in LC/NACO authority records, and may be expected in bibliographic records. “_” represents a leading space


If the original abbreviation is not the last text in the subfield or parenthetical qualifier, the expanded form should be followed by a space unless other punctuation is already present (for example, replace “Dept.of Mines” [no space after "Dept."] with “Department of Mines”).

If the replacement occurs at the end of a subfield, add punctuation to the end of the changed subfield as appropriate.

Additional 4XX field if authority 110 $a is not changed
If any occurrence of ‘Dept.’ (or a similar abbreviation defined in this report) is not changed because it occurs in authority 110, 111, 410 or 411 subfield $a (i.e., the part of $a that precedes any parenthetical qualifier), and if the field contains only subfield $a, create a 41X field spelling out the abbreviation, unless that new 4XX field duplicates an existing field in the record. Change the reference evaluation byte (008/29) to ‘a’ unless it already contains the value ‘a’ or ‘b’.
110 2# $a West Helena Valley Volunteer Fire Dept. 
Add:
410 2# $a West Helena Valley Volunteer Fire Department

110 2# $a Independent Commission on the Los Angeles Police Dept. (Los Angeles, Calif.)
Add:
410 2# $a Independent Commission on the Los Angeles Police Department (Los Angeles, Calif.)
110 2# $a Prince Edward Island. $b Department of Agriculture
410 2# $a P.E.I. Dept. of Agriculture
410 2# $a PEI Dept. of Agriculture
Add:
410 2# $a P.E.I. Department of Agriculture

410 2# $a PEI Department of Agriculture

Examples of the operation of this definition on existing authority records

Before:
110 2# $a University of Wisconsin--Madison. $b Dept. of Civil and Environmental Engineering. $b Environmental Geotechnics Program
After:
110 2# $a University of Wisconsin--Madison. $b Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering. $b Environmental Geotechnics Program
410 2# $w nnea $a University of Wisconsin--Madison. $b Dept. of Civil and Environmental Engineering. $b Environmental Geotechnics Program
Before:
410 2# $a Politechnika Gdańska. $b Marine Civil Engineering Dept.

After:
410 2# $a Politechnika Gdańska. $b Marine Civil Engineering Department
Before:
410 2# $a Papua New Guinea. $b Dept. of Environmental and Conservation. $t Biodiversity data of Papua New Guinea and related natural resource information
After:
410 2# $a Papua New Guinea. $b Department of Environmental and Conservation. $t Biodiversity data of Papua New Guinea and related natural resource information
Identification of exceptions
The test program used by the Task Group to evaluate this change contained a final test: if after application of the above rule any subfield in the relevant part of the NACO comparison form of a heading still contains the text " DEPT " or " DEP " [with spaces on both sides], begins "DEPT " or "DEP " [with trailing space] or ends " DEPT" or " DEP" [with leading space], report the heading for later review. As part of its work the Task Group identified and corrected erroneous headings in LC/NACO authority records. A similar report will be useful in identifying headings in bibliographic records that call for individual attention.

Examples of problems identified in the exception report:

110 2# $a University of Central Lancashire. $b Dept of Computing

110 1# $a Saint Vincent and The Grenadines. $b Women's Affairs Dept

110 1# $a Jodhpur (Princely State). $b Archaeological Dept

110 2# $a Punjabrao Krishi Vidyapeeth. $b Dept of Plant Pathology
710 2# $a Illinois. Dept. of Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities.

610 20 $a United States Dept. of Labor. $b Office of Policy Planning and Research.
830 #0 $a Discussion paper (McMaster University. Dept of Geography) ; $v no. 1.
Scheduling

The earlier Task Group assumed that the expansion of the abbreviation "Dept." would occur at the same time as other mechanical changes to the LC/NACO authority file related to RDA. The present task group would prefer this formulation:

This change should occur as part of the planned phase 2 of the conversion of the LC/NACO authority file to RDA.
� Two small pieces of indirect evidence may be adduced in support of the assumption that the full form is the more common usage for corporate bodies. 1) There are no RDA authority records in the LC/NACO authority file with ‘Dept.’ in the 110 field. 2) All RDA authority records in the LC/NACO file with “Department” somewhere in the terminal subfield of the 110 field also have 670 fields containing “Department.”


� In the LC/NACO file there are about 170 occurrences of a “Dept.” abbreviation in subfield $a of a 1XX field, and about 50 in subfield $a of a 5XX field, where subfield $a is not followed by another subfield.





