Modify ‘Bible’ headings
Paper prepared by the PCC Acceptable Headings Implementation Task Group

Background
Pre-RDA headings for parts of the Bible contain an abbreviation ("O.T." or "N.T.") for the testament. In RDA headings, the designation for a testament is given in its full form when present, but is omitted altogether from headings for individual books of the Bible.
Section 3.3 of the report of the PCC Task Group on AACR2 & RDA Acceptable Headings (the "earlier group") contains these instructions to convert pre-RDA headings into a form compatible with the RDA form:

· In X30 fields that contain "Bible" in subfield $a and where $a is immediately followed by an instance of subfield $p that contains "O.T." or "N.T.": if the subfield $p for a testament is itself immediately followed by a second occurrence of subfield $p, delete the first subfield $p and its contents; if the subfield $p for a testament is not immediately followed by a second occurrence of subfield $p, retain the subfield and replace its contents with "Old Testament" or "New Testament", respectively.
It appears to the present Task Group that there is no reason for caution in the application of the change suggested by the earlier group, except that it should be very clear that subfield $a should not simply contain "Bible" but instead must consist entirely of that word.
In this document, as in all documents prepared by the present task group involving changes to the text of fields, it is assumed that the changes are being made to records with "eng" in subfield $b of the 040 field (or with no 040 $b at all). Corresponding changes may be devised for records constructed for other language contexts, but such changes are not part of the work of the present task force.

Definition of the change
The definition of the change described in this document goes beyond the Task Group's charge, as it includes information found in 'topical' authority records. Authority records for LCSH and other subject heading systems routinely used in PCC bibliographic records should be subject to the same considerations as LC/NACO authority records. This definition also goes beyond the Task Group’s charge to specify parts of bibliographic records that should be changed.

Apply the following definitions also to 880 fields whose subfield $6 begins with one of the specified tags.
Application to authority records
Apply the changes described below to the parts of authority records identified in the following table.

	Tag
	Indicators
	Subfields

	130, 430 530
	any
	$a followed by $p


If this change could be applied to an authority 430 field bearing a code other than "n" in $w/2, do not change the field; place code "a" in $w/3 if not already present.
If the authority 130 field is changed, delete any 430 field that has the same comparison form as the new 130 field, and add a 430 field to preserve the former 130 field. If this new 430 field contains no subfields other than $a and $p, add subfield $w nne to the new 430 field; if other subfields are present, add subfield $w nnea to the new 430 field.
Application to bibliographic records
Apply the changes described below to the parts of bibliographic records identified in the following table. In the unlikely event that this change can be applied to a bibliographic 440 field, convert the existing 440 field to a 490 field with first indicator 1 (one) by replacing all subfield codes except $a, $x and $v with a space, and create a new 830 field for the converted form.

When changing bibliographic 6XX fields, consider also the value of the second indicator (and where appropriate the contents of subfield $2) as determined by local needs. The changes described here may be applied at least to LCSH headings.

	Tag
	Indicators
	Subfields

	130, 440, 630, 730, 830
	any
	$a followed by $p


Change details
If subfield $a in a field defined for this change consists solely of “bible” (normalized form) and if that subfield $a is immediately followed by subfield $p containing the designation “o t” (normalized form) for the Old Testament or “n t” (normalized form) for the New Testament:
· If the occurrence of subfield $p containing an abbreviation for a testament is not followed by any further subfield, expand the abbreviation for the testament as indicated in the following table.
· If the occurrence of subfield $p containing an abbreviation for a testament is followed immediately by any subfield other than a second occurrence of subfield $p, expand the abbreviation for the testament as indicated in the following table.
· If the occurrence of subfield $p containing an abbreviation for a testament is followed immediately by a second occurrence of subfield $p, delete the occurrence of subfield $p containing an abbreviation for a testament.

In all cases, ignore subfields $i, $r and $w, and subfields $0 through $9, when considering additional subfields in the field.

If so instructed, replace the contents of subfield $p as shown:
	Original
	Replacement
	Notes

	O.T.
	Old Testament
	

	N.T.
	New Testament
	


If an abbreviation for a testament in subfield $p is expanded to its full form, add punctuation to the end of the changed subfield as appropriate. If subfield $p for a testament or the designation "Apocrypha" is removed (because the following subfield is also $p; see below), the subfield $a for “Bible” should end with a full stop

Identification of exceptions
The test program used by the Task Group to evaluate this change reported Bible headings that contain an abbreviation for a testament that were not modified by the program code. Headings in authority records were corrected as needed. (Some few headings in authority records lacked one or more appropriate subfield codes.) Any application of this code to headings in bibliographic records should be preceded by an inspection of headings as to form and content; bibliographic headings—especially in older records—reflect significant variations in practice. Access fields that do not contain correct content designation will not be correctly changed according to this definition.
Apocrypha

At the time of writing, there is an unsettled issue regarding the designation "Apocrypha" in headings for certain books associated with the Old Testament. If the decision is made that under RDA books of the Old Testament Apocrypha should be entered directly after "Bible" rather than after "Apocrypha", then this change should be made at the same time as other changes to Bible headings.
Before:

130 #0 $a Bible. $p O.T. $p Apocrypha. $p Baruch
After:

130 #0 $a Bible. $p Baruch
430 #0 $wnnea $a Bible. $p O.T. $p Apocrypha. $p Baruch
Generation of additional 4XX fields
Changes to the handling of subdivisions for the Old and New Testaments, and the subsequent removal of redundant 4XX fields, may leave authority records for Bible headings without some desirable access points. The program used by the task group to evaluate this change includes a routine to examine authority records for individual books of the Bible, and to generate some standard 430 fields when not present. This routine does its work in this manner:

· Authority records of interest have a 130 field consisting of only two subfields: "Bible" in subfield $a followed by one occurrence of subfield $p

· Generate additional 430 fields as warranted for the text from this 130 subfield $p, and from subfield $p in 430 fields (other than those that represent former headings, or contain vernacular data) that have "Bible" in subfield $a followed by one occurrence of subfield $p.
· For each distinct subfield $p text, the 430 field consists of "Bible." in subfield $a, followed by the name of the omitted testament in subfield $p, followed by the extracted subfield $p text.

Example: LC/NAF n 79139440 looks like this in an intermediate state, after adjustments for testament, and after the removal of redundant 4XX fields (diacritics omitted):
130: 0: |a Bible. |p Judges

430: 0: |w nnea |a Bible. |p O.T. |p Judges

430: 0: |a Bible. |p Qudah

430: 0: |a Bible. |p Shoftim

430: 0: |a Judges (Book of the Old Testament)

430: 0: |a Shoftim (Book of the Old Testament)
After the generation of additional 430 fields the record looks like this:
130: 0: |a Bible. |p Judges

430: 0: |w nnea |a Bible. |p O.T. |p Judges

430:0 : |a Bible. |p Old Testament. |p Judges

430:0 : |a Bible. |p Old Testament. |p Qudah
430:0 : |a Bible. |p Old Testament. |p Shoftim
430: 0: |a Bible. |p Qudah
430: 0: |a Bible. |p Shoftim
430: 0: |a Judges (Book of the Old Testament)

430: 0: |a Shoftim (Book of the Old Testament)
Scheduling

This change should occur as part of the planned phase 2 of the conversion of the LC/NACO authority file to RDA.

After phase 2, "Bible" authority records should be reviewed, and additional 4XX fields supplied where appropriate.
