Northwestern University Libraries

LCSH/MeSH Mapping Project

The LCSH/MeSH mapping project was begun at Northwestern University in 1990 and continues up to the present time.  The goal of the project is to map corresponding LCSH and MeSH headings and enter the mapping data into 750 and 788 linking entry fields in LCSH and MeSH authority records.

The authority records with the mapping data are available on the Northwestern University Library's public http site (http://www.library.northwestern.edu/public/lcshmesh/), and can be copied or downloaded from there.  There are two compressed files of authority records: lcsh.<date>.zip; and mesh.<date>.zip.  The files contain only topical headings.  Name and geographic headings are not mapped.
All records are in the MARC 21 Authority Format, using UTF-8 encoding.  Some fields contain either Northwestern or National Library of Medicine data.  These are described below (note that there may be more than one 035 field in a MeSH authority record).

001 Field:  Contains Northwestern Voyager System record number

035 Field:  Contains a Northwestern Former System (NOTIS) number


035 Field:  Contains a National Library of Medicine MeSH Unique identifier


690 Field:  Contains a Northwestern local note

Northwestern University MeSH authority records have also been enhanced with the addition of broader and narrower term tracings that refer to headings one level up and one level down in the MeSH Tree Structures.
For a complete description of the project and more details about the authority records, see the article by Tony Olson and Gary Strawn: "Mapping the MeSH and LCSH Systems." Information Technology and Libraries. 16(1) (March 1997) p.5-19.

Also on the http site is a small ASCII file, lcsh-mesh_sample.txt, containing sample authority records.  In this file, authority records for corresponding LCSH and MeSH headings are grouped together.  Special characters are used to represent certain fixed field codes, specifically:


# = blank


? = no attempt

The subfield delimiter is represented by the pipe: |

Although the authority records have been reviewed for accuracy, there may still be errors in the records.  Other users of these records may also disagree with some of the mapping decisions that have been made by the staffs of the Northwestern University libraries.  We welcome any questions, corrections, comments and suggestions for improvement.  Please contact:
Tony Olson

Head of Technical Services

Galter Health Sciences Library

Northwestern University

303 East Chicago Ave.

Chicago, IL 60611

(312) 503-8125

FAX: (312) 503-1204

email:  ajolson@nwu.edu
