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Basic layout

Here's what the program looks like when you start it:
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There won't be anything here until you open one of the report files generated by the authority loader program.

The large box that takes up most of the program's window is where you'll see each of the reports from a file created by the authority loader program.

The box at lower left will show each of the authority records that forms part of the report.

The box at lower right will list each of the bibliographic records identified by the authority loader as needing attention.

The boxes in the program's upper right corner perform the standard Windows functions: minimize the window, maximize the window, and close the program.

When you use this program, you will probably find it convenient also to have the Vger cataloging client and the OCLC Connexion client available.

Configuration
You can find the Options panel by selecting Options from the program's menu. Some of this is similar to stuff you've seen in other of my programs. This program doesn't modify your Vger database, so you don't have to worry about your Vger signon or the cataloging location. (That's also why there is only one version of this program, instead of a different version for each build of Vger.)
[image: image2.png][Authority report reader opt

DEBC connecton

Connestion name [yopager
Table name pref [Ni/DB.

User name [ronmudb

Passward [rouser

Dislap fot fomatos 8 @il Licode HS Tm
Vopager tag tabe path: [Copagen CatdoghT a1 sHeVOCLY Browse
Corection requestpat:. [Cidhapproved:

Inifas: [
s

Delaycn record cpers 155

|
1% Skipi allbibs accounted for

IV Except: diplay if merge involved Cancel oK





Use the 'Change' button next to the 'Display font information' label to change the font and size used for displays. For some reason, Windows appears to insert leading when the size is 10 points or larger, so even though it's about at my limit, I'm using 8 points in my own work, so most of the report shows up on the screen most of the time.

The program needs the path to your Vger MARC configuration files because the 'define your own request' form bears a list of subject heading schemes, which it draws from one of those files.

The correction request path is the folder into which you wish the program to write correction requests; this can serve in the local context as either an approved folder or a pending folder. (If it's used as a pending folder, you'll need to use the correction review program to pull corrections from the pending folder into an approved folder.)

'Delay on record open' is similar to something in the cataloger's toolkit. At several points the program tries to trick the cataloging client into displaying a bibliographic or authority record. If this appears never to work, you might try increasing this number a bit; but, sadly, this feature will never work perfectly.

'Skip if all bibs accounted for' and 'Except: display if merge involved:' Some of the reports are 'courtesy' reports (if you will; the program has determined that all of the bibliographic records have the proper headings (either because they already had the right headings, or have assigned the right headings via batch correction). You may wish the program to skip over these without comment, as there's really nothing for you to do. There's one exception, though: in some cases, the authority loader has merged a local record into an incoming record; you may wish to see these—so you can see the merged authority record—even though you don't wish to bother with reports where all of the bibliographic records have been accounted for if there is no merge involved.
Using the program's menus

Some of your interaction with the program will be via the program's menus. The program turns some of the choices on and off as the context changes.
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· File/Open: open a report file generated by the authority loader program
· File/Exit: leave the program.

· Previous: View the previous report in the file. This does not remove the report from the file.

· Next: View the next report in the file. This does not remove the report from the file.

· Delete: Remove the report from the file, and display the next report

· Batch: The choices in this menu are a copy of the two batch correction buttons in the middle of the form at the bottom

· Recall: Use choices here to call up the first authority record in the report in the OCLC Connexion client, or to call up either the authority record highlighted in the list at lower left or the bibliographic record highlighted in the list at lower right in the Vger cataloging client.

· Search highlighted text in Vger: The program attempts to paste the text you've highlighted into the Vger cataloging client's search dialog box.

· Options: Open the program's Options dialog to change settings.
When you open a new file when there's already a file open, or when you leave the program, the program saves a fresh copy of the file you've been working on, discarding all of the records that you've disposed of. The next time you open this file, you can start where you left off.
Using the program
Start the program. If you need to, change the program's settings.

Use the File/Open dialog to find one of the report files created by the authority loader program. This must be one of the reports that lists bibliographic and authority records that need attention; do not load into this program the list of new headings, lists of batch corrections, files of MARC records, and similar files.

When you tell the program to open a file, the program digests the file into its constituent reports. This can take a small amount of time, but even a file of several hundred reports should be available in just a minute or two. The program shows its progress as it works through the file as a counter on its caption bar.

When the program has digested the report file, it presents the first report for your consideration. The program's caption shows the relative position of this report within the whole file.
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The program shows the full text of the report in the large window. The program lists each authority record contained in the report in the small pane at lower left (there may be only one record), and lists each bibliographic record that requires attention in the small pane at lower right (there may not be any). The program highlights the first authority record, and highlights all of the bibliographic records.
When you're presented with a report, you can decide that there's nothing to be done (select Delete from the menu to discard the report and move to the next one), move to another report without taking any action on this one (select Next or Previous from the menu), view authority and/or bibliographic records in the Vger cataloging client, and the first authority record in the Connexion client, or request a batch correction for one or more of the bibliographic records. You need to look over the report and figure out what the proper course for yourself. (If the authority loader knew what the proper resolution was, it would have already taken care of it.)

If bibliographic records are involved, the work often boils down to figuring out which bibliographic record belongs with which authority record.  If you are able to determine that the headings in one or more of the bibliographic records need to be changed, you can use the program's built-in batch correction facilities. Most of the time, you can highlight the one appropriate authority record in the pane at the lower left, and one or more bibliographic records in the pane at the lower right, and the click the 'big red cross' button. When you do this, the program packages up a standard correction request for the change, which will be limited to just the bibliographic records you have identified. The program removes the highlighted records from the list at the right. If, after this work, the list is empty, the program marks this report as 'completed' and automatically moves to the next report.
In some cases, you may wish to call on the services of the 'split heading' correction panel instead. Highlight one or more authority records and one or more bibliographic records and then click the 'split heading' button. The program shows you a panel that is identical to the one in the cataloger's toolkit (http://www.library.northwestern.edu/ctkv/#elaborate_correction_request), and works in exactly the same manner.
Final note
When the program draws up a list of authority and bibliographic headings that may be related to the authority record under examination, it often brings together information that's not directly related to the problem at hand, but nonetheless reveals the need for maintenance of one kind or another.
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For example, in the above report (which began with revisions to the authority record for 'Wright, John'), the program has conveniently (and, to tell the truth, accidentally) brought together an authorized heading and bibliographic records that contain a slightly variant heading. It's obvious that the two headings represent the same person, and the bibliographic headings should be changed. The authority report reader program does not provide any tools for dealing with situations such as these. You can of course call up relevant records in the Vger cataloging client and bring the one or another of the toolkit's buttons to bear on the problem.

