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Background

As part of its charge, the Task Group was asked to investigate possible sources for standard identifiers for the entities represented by LC/NACO authority records, and to recommend ways to integrate them into their respective LC/NACO records. From the outset, LC and the BL were keen that this entail the incorporation of  ISNIs into LC/NACO authority records, as a key driver of Phase 3B..

Such work depends above all on the availability, from a reliable external source, of data showing points of correspondence between LCCNs and some other identifiers. As the administrator of ISNI, OCLC has provided data giving an initial set of mappings between ISNIs, and LCCNs, which will be used during Phase 3B. The Library of Congress, working in concert with OCLC, will develop a mechanism for regular updating of these correspondences on LC/NAF following the completion of Phase 3B.

This document describes only the initial load of ISNIs into LC/NACO authority records that is part of Phase 3B. Comments on follow-up actions appear at the end of this document.


The initial mapping data

[bookmark: _GoBack]The mapping data elements for the initial load (showing points of correspondence between ISNIs and LCCNs) are packaged into an XML file. This very large file contains several million blocks with the tag <record>; each such block pairs one ISNI with one LCCN.


Procedure

It cannot be assumed that the order of mapping data in the source file corresponds in any way to the order of authority records in the Library of Congress's copy of the LC/NACO Authority File. This means that in a preliminary step the entire source file will have to be digested by the RDA conversion program into some suitable form that will provide random access. Once prepared, this collection of data can be queried for each record under examination, to determine whether or not the LCCN in the record has a corresponding ISNI.

The RDA conversion program will use the LCCN in a record to query the mapping data. If this leads to an ISNI that corresponds to the LCCN, the program will follow this simple procedure:

1. If the record does not contain the ISNI given in the file of correspondences, the program will add an 024 field containing that ISNI, with the appropriate subfield $2 code.
1. If the record contains any ISNIs other than the one given in the file of correspondences, the program will remove them.

If a record's LCCN is not present in the file of correspondences, the program will remove all ISNIs from the authority record.

Follow-up actions

Staff at the British Library and the Library of Congress will collaborate on the mechanism to be used for updating the ISNI mappings, and will create documentation for use by their respective staff. Any maintenance  issues created by NACO participants  adding or removing ISNIs in LC/NAF, or amending authority records containing ISNIs, will be monitored by ISNI Quality Team members at the BL.
