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Library of Congress (LC) bibliographic records often arrive with 856 fields that point to web pages created by LC that contain the table of contents (TOC) for the item represented by the record. LC bibliographic records may also contain other 856 fields pointing to pages created by LC—publisher descriptions, author biographies, and other secondary information. All of these pages consist of information extracted manually or by program from information created by the publisher or other non-LC entity; the information is generally preserved as received, without any intervention whatsoever.

The LC TOC pages provide a valuable notification service (they're indexed by the usual internet search engines), but because they exist outside of the local library system the keywords that they contain cannot participate in searches performed by the local library system. Fortunately, in most cases it is possible for a program to digest an LC TOC page into a traditional contents note (505 field) in a bibliographic record. The capability for performing this work for an individual record has for several years been a part of the cataloger's toolkit program. However, in the present world many bibliographic records arrive in the local database without having passed under direct operator review, and so never come under the toolkit's eye; there is consequently a need to identify candidate bibliographic records and generate contents notes for them by batch process. The present document describes such a program: the TOC candidate program.
The TOC candidate program has two parts:
1) The first part is a batch process: the operator starts the program, and has no further interaction with the program. In this step, the program identifies LC TOC URLs present in the local Voyager database by reading one of the Voyager tables (the original LC TOC URLs may be in either the bibliographic or holdings record). If the associated bibliographic record does not already contain a 505 field, the program recalls the LC TOC page and attempts to generate one or more 505 fields. (In this work the program uses the TOC configuration already established for the cataloger's toolkit. If the local workstation does not have a toolkit configuration file, it supplies the same default values for this work as does the toolkit.) If the program is successful in generating a contents note, it writes the finished bibliographic record to an output file. (In this step the program does not modify Voyager records.)

2) The program reads in the output file prepared by the program in the first step, and presents each record in turn to the operator. (The display consists of the Voyager bibliographic record ID, the main entry, title, edition statement and publication, distribution, etc. statement.)  It is the operator's responsibility to determine that the TOC applies to the bibliographic record by comparing the concepts represented by the title to the concepts contained in the contents note. (In rare cases, the TOC page pointed to by the URL in a bibliographic record is for some other publication. For example, a book on the role of the CIA in the Cuban missile crisis might have a TOC page that clearly belongs to a biography of Eleanor Roosevelt.) The operator is also responsible for determining that the machine-generated contents note is of sufficient quality to appear in bibliographic records. The program presents menu choices that allow the operator to add the contents note to the bibliographic record, to navigate to the next and previous records in the candidate file, to ignore a candidate record, and to recall the bibliographic record and the original LC TOC web page. When the operator exits the program, the program re-writes the candidate file, omitting records that the operator has approved, or has declared to be not wanted.
The following paragraphs describe parts of this work in more detail.

Setup

The program looks like this when you start it for the first time:
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The first thing you should do is select Options from the menu, and complete the ODBC and Voyager details in the same manner as for many of the other programs available from Northwestern University Library.  This program has one option that is peculiar to it:
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If you check this box, you declare that you wish to move LC URLs that appear in the bibliographic record to the holdings record. (The program moves URLs from bibliographic to holdings in the second phase of the program's work, at the same time it adds a contents note to a bibliographic record.)

Generate a list of candidate records
Select the "Generate new list of bib TOC candidates" radio button, and then select "Perform" from the program's menu. You may ignore the program while it does all of the work called for in this step. The time needed to perform this step depends on the number of LC TOC URLs present in your database and the number of corresponding bibliographic records that do not already have 505 fields; this step may take several hours.

The program submits an SQL statement that queries a Voyager table (containing 856 subfield $u) to find LC TOC URLs. If the URL comes from a holdings record, the program determines the corresponding bibliographic record. If the bibliographic record does not already contain a 505 field, the program retrieves the LC TOC web page and attempts to generate a contents note. If the program is successful, it inserts one or more 505 fields into the bibliographic record, and writes the record to an output file for later examination.

When the program has finished its work, it cancels itself.

The program creates two output files, both with names beginning "TOCCAND". One file is a report file, which gives simple statistical information about its work, and also a distribution by year of publication of the bibliographic records to which it was able to add 505 fields. The other file is a MARC file of candidate records; this file serves as the input file for the next step.

Review candidate records
Perform this work after you have already used the program to generate a MARC file of candidate records. Select the "Review file of TOC candidates" radio button, use the "Browse" button to find the file created in the previous step, then select "Perform" from the menu. The program reads the file of candidate records, and presents them for operator inspection. Here is a typical-enough display (most operators will probably choose to run the program with its display maximized.)
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The smaller display box at the top contains any error messages generated during construction of the 505 fields. (These are the same messages you would see in the cataloger's toolkit if you used the toolkit to generate a 505 for the same bib record.) Most of the time this box will be empty. The larger box contains select fields from the bibliographic record: 001 (Voyager bib ID), 245, 250, 260 and 505. The 245, 250 and 260 fields allow you in most cases to get some notion of what the item is about, so you can make sure that the contents note is the right one for the item. You cannot edit this record within the TOC candidates program, you can only look at it; use the choices present in the menu if you wish to do something with the contents note. The menu choices are:
· Exit: leave the program. The program re-creates the file of candidate records, omitting those records whose 505 fields were added to Voyager records, and those records marked "drop" via a menu choice.

· Next: move to the next record in the candidate file

· Previous: move to the previous record in the candidate file

· Add 505; done: add the 505 field as shown to the bibliographic record (and move LC URLs from the bibliographic record to the holdings record, if so instructed), and then present the next record in the candidate file.

· Add 505; not done yet: add the 505 field as shown to the bibliographic record (and move LC URLs from the bibliographic record to the holdings record, if so instructed), but do not move to the next record in the candidate file. You would use this choice if you see something in the text of the 505 field, or in the error messages, that cries for correction. You use this menu choice to add the 505 to the bibliographic record, and then use other menu choices to recall the bibliographic record in the Voyager cataloging client and possibly recall the original TOC web page, and edit the bibliographic record in Voyager as necessary. When you have finished this work, use the Next menu choice to display the next record in the candidate file.
· Find text: find a piece of text in the bibliographic record. In the example given above, you might wish to find the text "ovennnen" so you know where to fix the Voyager bibliographic record without wasting much time.

· Recall bib record: recall the bibliographic record in the Voyager cataloging client. As is the case with the cataloger's toolkit, this works some of the time, and doesn't work some of the time.

· Recall TOC web page: the program asks Windows to display the LC TOC web page in the default web browser.

· Drop report: marks the current report as "done". You would do this when the TOC is for the wrong item, or when the original TOC web page is so seriously garbled that no intelligible TOC page can be made from it. The program automatically presents the next record in the candidate file.

Here is an outline of the tasks to perform when presented with a candidate contents note:

1) By comparing the title and the contents note, determine that the contents note appears to apply to the item described by the bibliographic record. If not, you may wish to recall the bibliographic record and delete the TOC URL; you will in any case want to select "Drop report" from the menu.

2) Inspect the 505 fields for obvious marks of low quality; perform this work in conjunction with any warnings or error messages in the box at the top of the report. (Local considerations will come into play in this step.)

3) If the 505 fields are of sufficient quality to be added to the bibliographic record, select "Add 505; done" from the menu if no additional work is required, or "Add 505; not done yet" if the 505 fields require editing. In the latter case, then recall the bibliographic record and make such adjustments to it as appear necessary.
