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I. Brief overview of the collection
A. History of the collection

Not applicable
B. Broad subject areas emphasized or de-emphasized

Strengths include condensed-matter physics, solid-state physics, and other areas related to the
Materials Science and Engineering and Chemistry Departments

C. Collection locations
Seeley G. Mudd Library for Science and Engineering (SEL)

II. Purpose or objectives
The collection serves the current research and teaching needs of the Physics and Astronomy
Department.  It also serves some of the needs of the many other departments, which require research-
level materials in physics and astronomy

III. Library unit or title of the selector responsible for this collection
The Science and Engineering Librarian has selection responsibility for Physics and Astronomy

IV. Scope of the subject coverage
A. Language

English only (with minor exceptions).
B. Geographical scope

International
C. Chronological scope

Emphasis on current materials; historical material acquired very selectively.
D. Publication dates collected

Current
E. Formats and genres

1. Inclusions
Monographs and serials; includes electronic databases, electronic full-text journals (at this
time, chiefly when included with print subscription), etc.

2. Exclusions
Introductory (freshman-level) textbooks are rarely purchased.
Non-NU dissertations

V. Acquisitions procedures affecting collection policies
A. Standing Orders

A few standing orders for conferences and a few monographic and reference series.
B. Approval plans and blanket orders

Commercial vendor supplies notification slips only.
C. Gifts and exchanges

Gifts are accepted as long as they fall within the collection’s scope.  Do not have exchange
programs.

VI. Duplication with other NU library units
There is very little duplication with the Seeley G. Mudd Library for Science and Engineering and the
Geology Library.



VII. Expensive purchases
Expensive purchases are considered on an individual basis in relation to the collection policy scope
and available funding.

VIII. Interdisciplinary collections
Chemical physics/physical chemistry; biophysics; materials science collections at the Seeley G. Mudd
Library for Science and Engineering and geophysics in the Geology Library.

IX. Purchases with endowed funds
Occasional purchases are made with non-targeted SEL endowment funds.

X. Cooperation with other libraries
A. Other resources, including local, regional or national libraries

On-site use of materials and interlibrary loan agreements are in place with the University of
Chicago, Argonne National Laboratory, Fermilab, and other local resources.

B. Consortia
See Introduction

XI. Policies for purchasing journal article reprints or electronic files on demand
None

XII. Other factor of local importance
Not applicable

XIII. Collection levels
All Language Codes are E (English-only).

Conspectus subject categories Current collecting intensity

Astronomy 3
Physics, General 3
Weights and Measures 2
Experimental Mechanics 3
Constitution and Properties of Matter 3
Sound 3
Heat 3
Light, Optics, Radiation 4
Electricity, Magnetism, Nuclear Physics 3
Geophysics, Geomagnetism 2
Climatology 2


