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I. Brief overview of the collection
A. History of the collection

The Newspaper collection includes newspapers from all over the world.  The collection offers
students who are learning a language a chance to practice their language skills. Newspapers
providing a broad spectrum of political viewpoints, both in the U.S. and abroad are also collected.
As such, an attempt is made to carry newspapers in as many languages as possible although not all
countries of the world can be represented, nor all languages for that matter.  Examples of the broad
reach of the collection include Excelsior from Mexico, the Houston Chronicle, Izvestiia from
Russia, Liberation from France, and the People's Weekly World.

The current newspaper collection is housed in the Periodical and Newspaper Reading Room.
Some of the microfilm backfiles are housed in the Reading Room; some are housed in compact
storage and can be paged from the Reading Room. In addition, older Africana newspapers are
housed in compact storage and can be paged.  Separate funds pay for the Africana, African-
American, Management and some Slavic newspapers although these newspapers are housed
together with the general newspaper collection.

B. Broad subject areas emphasized or de-emphasized
Current newspapers. Subject specific newspapers are purchased by selectors for each subject area.

C. Collection locations
Current newspapers are housed in the Periodicals/Newspaper reading room with the exception of
some more valuable titles which are housed in the paged collection in the basement. Microfilm
backfiles are also split between these two locations.

II. Purpose or objectives
NUL's newspaper collection serves a wide array of users: undergraduates, graduate students,
professional programs on both campuses, faculty, staff and non-NU users. It serves the classroom
curriculum, independent study, and research and general intellectual and personal development of the
Northwestern Community. Particularly heavy users of the collection include the Medill School of
Journalism, Kellogg Graduate School of Management, and departments of History, Political Science
and Economics.

III. Library unit or title of the selector responsible for this collection
Currently the head of the Newspaper/Periodicals reading room is in charge of the newspaper
collection. This person is also a reference librarian.

IV. Scope of the subject coverage
A. Language

Newspapers from as many countries of the world and in as many languages as possible are
collected.  Africana titles and some Slavic titles are included but are paid for from other budgets

B. Geographical scope
          

C. Chronological scope
The collection includes current newspapers in paper and backfiles of some papers in microfilm.
Some newspapers are included as far back as possible (like the Chicago Tribune and the New
York Times), others are retained for only the latest 3 or 6 months (such as Dagens Nyheter).  The
decision is made on a case by case basis and includes factors such as the availability and pricing of
microfilm and the research needs of the various patron groups.  However, beyond backfiles



ordered as part of new subscriptions, historical newspapers are not considered part of the
newspaper collection. Such titles would be referred to other bibliographers, such as the History
Bibliographer.

D. Publication dates collected
Current subscriptions. Backfile film for these subscriptions.

E. Formats and genres
1. Inclusions

The collection includes newspapers on paper and microfilm as well as a small but growing
electronic set of titles

2. Exclusions
No formats would be excluded.

V. Acquisitions procedures affecting collection policies
A. Standing Orders

All titles are ordered as standing orders and there are no monographic or gift funds supporting this
account.

B. Approval plans and blanket orders
There are no approval plans for this area.

C. Gifts and exchanges
In general, gifts do not play a role in this collection since there can be no guarantee that the title
will be received continuously.

VI. Duplication with other NU library units
In general, there is no duplication with other units.

VII. Expensive purchases
Expensive is a relative term when it comes to the newspaper collection. Many titles cost over a
thousand dollars and electronic titles often quite a bit more. In general, sacrifices are made when it
comes to microfilm backfiles and often only current issues in papers are subscribed to. The library
relies on the Center for Research Libraries (see below) for support in this area.

VIII. Interdisciplinary collections
Not applicable.

IX. Purchases with endowed funds
Not applicable

X. Cooperation with other libraries
A. Other resources, including local, regional or national libraries

NUL relies heavily on the Center for Research Libraries for microform backfiles of many of the
titles retained only in paper. Since it is fairly easy to Interlibrary loan microfilm versus large paper
newspapers, this is a fairly workable solution.

B. Consortia
Other newspaper collections in the CIC can also be drawn upon, such as the University of Illinois
at Urbana/Champaign.

XI. Policies for purchasing journal article reprints or electronic files on demand
Not applicable

XII. Other factor of local importance
The Medill School of Journalism has a small newspaper collection that supports some the needs of the
students in that program.

XIII. Collection levels
The collecting level is a 3 and language should be coded as a W, for a wide selection of foreign



language material in addition to the English language material.  Africana newspapers are not included
in this assessment.


