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I. Brief overview of the collection
A. History of the collection

The Ralph Boas Mathematics Library is named for a distinguished Northwestern professor and
former editor of the Mathematical Reviews.

B. Broad subject areas emphasized or de-emphasized
Pure mathematics and statistics are collected; applied mathematics is chiefly collected in the
Seeley G. Mudd Library for Science and Engineering (SEL).  Pre-college level mathematics is not
collected (some is collected by the Main library Curriculum collection).

C. Collection locations
Ralph Boas Mathematics Library, Lunt Hall.

II. Purpose or objectives
This collection serves the research and teaching needs of the Mathematics and Statistics Departments.

III. Library unit or title of the selector responsible for this collection
The Mathematics Library Assistant sends notification slips to appropriate Mathematics and Statistics
faculty (based on their subject areas) who indicate if the items should be purchased.  If the Assistant
has subject knowledge, she or he may do some of the selection.  A Librarian in the Science and
Engineering Library may do additional selection.

IV. Scope of the subject coverage
A. Language

Chiefly English
B. Geographical scope

International
C. Chronological scope

Emphasis on current materials; historical material acquired selectively.
D. Publication dates collected

Current
E. Formats and genres

1. Inclusions
Monographs and serials; includes electronic databases, electronic full-text journals (at this
time, chiefly when included with print subscription), etc.

2. Exclusions
Introductory (freshman-level) textbooks are rarely purchased.

V. Acquisitions procedures affecting collection policies
A. Standing Orders

A plan is in place to receive most American Mathematical Society series and a few other
commercial series.

B. Approval plans and blanket orders
Major commercial vendor supplies notification slips only

C. Gifts and exchanges
Gifts are accepted as long as they fall within the collection’s scope.  Do not have exchange
programs



VI. Duplication with other NU library units
Duplication with the Seeley G. Mudd Library for Science and Engineering in applied mathematics, as
well as other subjects, exists due to the need to support the Engineering Sciences and Applied
Mathematics Department in the McCormick School of Engineering and Applied Science.  Since the J.
L. Kellogg Graduate School of Management, the Economics Department, and other departments have
interest in statistics, econometrics, and other areas, there is some duplication with the Main Library on
these subjects.  Duplication of serials has been largely eliminated.

VII. Expensive purchases
Some expensive purchases are made with income from the Ford Motor Company Fund (see below).

VIII. Interdisciplinary collections
Applied mathematics in the Seeley G. Mudd Library for Science and Engineering and econometrics
and mathematical statistics in the Main Library.

IX. Purchases with endowed funds
The Ford Motor Company endowment fund was established with the Mathematics Department in
1972.  Currently, its income is used for the purchase of monographs and occasional dissertations in
mathematics.

X. Cooperation with other libraries
A. Other resources, including local, regional or national libraries

Agreements for on-site use of material and interlibrary loan cooperation exist with area libraries,
chiefly the University of Chicago.

B. Consortia
See Introduction

XI. Policies for purchasing journal article reprints or electronic files on
demand
None in place at this time

XII. Other factor of local importance
Not applicable

XIII. Collection levels
Conspectus subject categories Current Collecting Intensity

Mathematics, General 4
Computer Science 3
Elementary Mathematics, Arithmetic 1
Algebra 4
Probabilities 4
Statistics 4
Numerical Analysis 4
Mathematical Analysis 4
Geometry 4
Analytic Mechanics 3


