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I. Brief overview of the collection
A. History of the collection

Northwestern University Library has collected monographs and serials in support of academic
programs in French literature and language since the late 1800s. Northwestern's Department of
French and Italian currently consists of eleven full-time faculty (seven tenured) and confers on
average 13 Bachelor of Arts and three graduate degrees per year. Of these, roughly 80% are in
French or on French-related topics. Teaching programs and graduate studies in French cover from
Old French and medieval literature to contemporary French and Francophone writers and theory.
The French collections were examined in detail as part of the program review of the Department
of French and Italian in 1997: for further information, turn to the Department. Northwestern's
French literature collection also figured prominently in a study of research university collections:
Cf. Howard D. White, Brief Tests of Collection Strength (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood, 1995),
esp. p. 115. White's study rated Northwestern's French collections as roughly similar in strength to
those of University of Iowa and Brown.

B. Broad subject areas emphasized or de-emphasized
The library seeks to support faculty research through targeted acquisitions, both of new materials
and retrospectively. In recent decades, this has resulted in particularly strong collections in French
medieval literature, especially troubador culture; Montaigne and his contemporaries; the literature
of the French Enlightenment; 20th century literary movements, e.g. Dada, Surrealism, Futurism;
most recently, francophone literatures of Quebec, the Caribbean (including French creoles); and,
above all, Africa.

C. Collection locations
The main body of the French literature collection is in Main Library, with a few principal primary
and secondary works (mainly in English/English-translation) duplicated in the Core Collection.
Other than highly specialized or dated works, all reference literature resides in the Reference
Library. Current journals and French newspapers are received in the Periodicals Reading Room.
All francophone African materials are held in the Melville J. Herskovits Library of Africana.

II. Purpose or objectives
The French literature collections support not only the curricular and research needs and interests of
departmental students and faculty, but those of the larger Northwestern community. Additionally, in
some few areas, e.g. 20th Century French intellectual and literary movements, the library attempts to
serve as a resource for our consortial and other national partners as well. French linguistics is not a
focus at Northwestern and literature in this area is collected only minimally.

III. Library unit or title of the selector responsible for this collection
Bibliographer, Western Languages and Literatures

IV. Scope of the subject coverage
A. Language

We collect primary (literary) texts first in French and, if available, in English translation. For the
most important writers (e.g. Voltaire, Flaubert, Proust, Sartre), works editions are acquired in
other major European languages. Criticism and theory is collected in French and English, with
important contemporary criticial works (e.g. Foucault, Cixous, Derrida) also acquired in other
languages, especially German, French, and Italian.

B. Geographical scope
France, French-speaking Belgium, Switzerland, and Canada, all remaining French colonial



possessions in the Caribbean, Indian, and Pacific Oceans. Note: Francophone Africa is the
exclusive responsibility of the Africana Library.

C. Chronological scope
No restrictions.

D. Publication dates collected
No restrictions.

E. Formats and genres
1. Inclusions

All genres and formats are collected, including microform and electronic sources. The
principal French e-text collections available via the World Wide Web are those provided
through Northwestern's membership in American and French Research on the Treasury of
French Language (ARTFL).CD-ROMs are collected at present very selectively, but include
Voltaire's works on CD-ROM.

2. Exclusions
None.

V. Acquisitions procedures affecting collection policies
A. Standing Orders

Standing orders are particularly important for French literature collections due to the preference of
French publishers to release monographs, both literary and critical, as parts of (usually) numbered
series. Northwestern Library maintains numerous standing orders to series, such as Textes
littéraires français (typical of works editions) and Archives des lettres modernes (typical series of
critical texts).

B. Approval plans and blanket orders
Since 1995, Northwestern has had a comprehensive approval plan for literature and language
studies.

C. Gifts and exchanges
This is not a significant source of new materials for French literature, though appropriate gifts are
gratefully accepted.

VI. Duplication with other NU library units
Other than the intended duplication in the Core Collection, none.

VII. Expensive purchases
Especially in the area of microfilm, e.g. the acquisition (1998) of the French Women Writers section of
the Edition Corvey (Belser Wissenschaftlicher Dienst).

VIII. Interdisciplinary collections
Due to the inherent interdisciplinarity of literary study today, Special Collections, the Music Library,
and the Art Library all have holdings that are of considerable usefulness to students of French
literature. Also, particular attention is drawn to Northwestern's online collection "The Siege and
Commune of Paris, 1870-1871"

IX. Purchases with endowed funds
Significant purchases of French materials are made possible by endowments

X. Cooperation with other libraries
A. Other resources, including local, regional or national libraries

The proximity of Northwestern University Library to the Newberry Library provides an additional
opportunity to rely upon a far greater strength in Renaissance and Baroque literature than we could
possibly accumulate by ourselves.

B. Consortia
We rely heavily on the French literature collections of our Committee on Institutional Cooperation
partners.



XI. Policies for purchasing journal article reprints or electronic files on demand
Not as part of our collection work.

XII. Other factor of local importance
None.

XIII. Collection levels
History of the French Language 3F/3F
French Linguistics 3F/2F
Medieval Literature 4F/3F
16th Century Literature 4F/3F
17th Century Literature 4F/3F
18th Century Literature 4F/4F
19th Century Literature 4F/3F
1900-1945 4F/4F
1945-present 4F/4F
Francophone Literatures (excl. Africa) 4F/4F


