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I. Brief overview of the collection
A. History of the collection

Economics expenditures were part of the general social science fund until the spring of 1997,
when a new budget line designed specifically for economics monographs was created.  A serials
line was added shortly thereafter.
The Economics Department serves graduate and undergraduate students on a very high level, in all
fields of economics, and in such interdisciplinary programs as the Mathematical Methods in the
Social Sciences.  Because economics is such a large field, selection is to a large extent program-
driven.

B. Broad subject areas emphasized or de-emphasized
Economics funds are intended to cover those areas that are commonly thought of as belonging to
this discipline, with the major exceptions of those areas which overlap with management
(accounting, finance, marketing).  Economic history is covered under the history selection policy.
Business materials are covered under the budget for the Kellogg Graduate School of Management.
Similarly, materials that concern policy studies, and that are interdisciplinary in nature, fall
between different subject areas, and thus may be bought by the economics bibliographer, or by
another appropriate bibliographer.  Many departments and programs in addition to the economics
department use statistical resources; these areas include, chiefly political science, sociology, and
the mathematical methods in the social sciences program.  (Other departments and programs
which depend on statistical resources are anthropology, civil engineering, communication studies,
education, journalism, management, transportation studies, as well as research institutes in public
policy and health services.)
Within the library’s collection, there is, traditionally and at present, emphasis on a number of areas
within both microeconomics and macroeconomics, and the collection  includes materials
concerned with the United States and with international economics.  Some of the library’s
strengths include, among other things, econometrics, economic theory, economic history, labor,
and mathematical economics.  Agricultural and land economics are not collection strengths,
although some materials on development economics are collected by the economics bibliographer.
African economics are the purview of the Africana collection, which does collect on development
economics as that field relates to Africa.

C. Collection locations
The majority of the economics collection is housed in the main stacks and in the periodical room,
although many materials may also be found in Government Publications.  Computer data files are
in Government Publications, while materials concerning transportation economics may be found
in the Transportation Library.  Some highly mathematical materials may be found in the Math
Library.  General reference materials may be housed in the Reference Room as are, on occasion,
some specialized handbooks.  Core and Schaffner have some duplicate materials.

II. Purpose or objectives
This collection serves the department of economics chiefly, and, secondarily, those members of other
departments and programs who engage in economic inquiry.  The Kellogg Graduate School of
Management is also served by this collection, as are some members of the political science and
sociology departments, and other members of the university community who engage in policy studies.
The economic history collection services members of both the economics and the history departments.
Computer data files, and other statistical materials,  are used by the departments and programs listed in
IB. above



III. Library unit or title of the selector responsible for this collection
The Bibliographer for History, Economics, and Philosophy is responsible for the collections described
in this document.  Materials in support of the economics program are also collected by bibliographers
for the Transportation Library, the Government Publications Department, the Kellogg Graduate School
of Management, the Africana Library, the School of Engineering, the bibliographer for mathematics,
the bibliographer for statistics, and the bibliographer for anthropology, political science, and sociology.
Numeric computer data files used for secondary analysis in the social sciences are collected by the
library’s Social Science Data Services (SSDS), which is housed in the Department of Government
Publications and Maps.

IV. Scope of the subject coverage
A. Language

Materials are purchased in English.  Selected materials are purchased in Western European
languages.  Materials in economic history, however, are purchased in French, German, and, to a
limited extent, Spanish and Italian.

B. Geographical scope
The economics collection tends to be topical rather than geographic.  Geographic emphasis is on
North America, though topically-relevant materials are selected for other regions as well.

C. Chronological scope
With the exception of economic history, which is covered under the history selection policy, we
acquire materials about current economic issues and practices.

D. Publication dates collected
Most purchases are of recently published materials.  Retrospective items are considered on a case-
by-case basis.

E. Formats and genres
1. Inclusions

Print monographs, journals, reprints and facsimiles
Working papers, electronic and print formats
Handbooks, normally in consultation with Reference Bibliographer
Electronic indexes and abstracts
Some computer data files, in consultation with Social Science Data Services

2. Exclusions
Audio, video, films
Introductory textbooks
Non-NU U.S. dissertations except on request
Foreign dissertations
Advanced math and statistics texts
Manuscripts

V. Acquisitions procedures affecting collection policies
A. Standing Orders

None that significantly affect collection policies
B. Approval plans and blanket orders

No blanket order plans.  As of early 1998, we have an approval plan under which we receive
copies of significant North American university press books.  In 1999, we will be implementing a
similar plan for British publishers.

C. Gifts and exchanges
This is not a significant avenue of collecting.

VI. Duplication with other NU library units
Duplicate copies of a limited number of books are found in Core, Schaffner, Africana, Transportation,
the Law Library, and, on rare occasions, Government Publications.

VII. Expensive purchases
Electronic materials, and other materials which are considered on a case-by-case basis.



VIII. Interdisciplinary collections
This collection overlaps with, but rarely duplicates, the following collections:
Africana
Anthropology
Engineering
Government Publications
History
Mathematics
Political science
Sociology
Statistics
Transportation

Duplicate copies of monographs exist in Core and Schaffner.   Upon request, we buy materials that
will be duplicates of  materials held at the Law Library.

IX. Purchases with endowed funds
There are no endowed funds for economics.

X. Cooperation with other libraries
A. Other resources, including local, regional or national libraries

See the History Collection Policy for materials on economic history.  Northwestern students and
faculty have reciprocal borrowing privileges at the University of Chicago.
The economics department also depends on the Law Library.

B. Consortia
We cooperate with CIC for electronic purchases.  Northwestern’s institutional membership with
ICPSR (Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research) also provides for access to
computer data files of interest to economists.

XI. Policies for purchasing journal article reprints or electronic files on demand
Not applicable

XII. Other factor of local importance
See X. above.

XIII. Collection levels
Historically, the economics collection, excepting economic history, has been collected at 3E/low 4E,
depending on the field.


